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Course Description

This course introduces the students to tools being offered by social sciences  (e.g. class,structural, gender, political economy)  and theological reflection  process   that will equip them to systematically  understand urban reality and its relation to their faith.  On the whole, the course seeks to put in motion a continuing dialogue between two processes- theology and social science, in a mutually enriching interaction.

The over-all goal is to prepare students for proposing community transformation processes in future courses and in their own ministry context.

One of the assumptions of the course is that the integration of disciplined social observation and the prophetic vision is at least as old as Amos and the 8th century Prophets.  Theological wisdom does not usually come in a vacuum but in the fray.  The prophetic sensibilities emerge from the tension generated by the encounter between a vision of the just God and the experience of failed justice around us.   

Course Methodology

Specifically, the course methodology will consist of:

· Classroom discussions which include action reflection from primary and secondary sources, field exposure, own experience 
· Case study of urban poverty  that will demonstrate application of  perspectives, tools of analysis and theology
· Dialogues with practitioners/knowledgeable persons (faith and non-faith based)


Course Objectives

At the end of the course, students would have:

· demonstrated sound application of certain social analytical tools and theological reflection methods for understanding urban reality 

· articulated a vision of urban transformative development that integrates social and  biblical  perspectives

· articulated the implications of the course experience to his/her spirituality and life commitments

Course Learning Outcomes 

· Analyzed  urban poor related issues in a manner that demonstrates application of basic research skills, perspectives, tools of analysis and biblical/theological reflection and provided general recommendations  on how to address said issues  in a more transformative manner.

· Articulated a vision of transformed   urban community and how the work towards it implies on  missions and spirituality

· Articulated a vision of transformed social reality that embodies the Kingdom values/ principles and the proposed strategies with which to attain it.  Such includes the role of the Christian community in building said social reality 



	Classroom Session
	TOPIC/ THEME

	1st -2nd 
	Orientation

Appreciating the value of perspective in understanding urban reality

The role of  engaged social understanding  in exercising prophetic role and articulating God’s will e.g. Amos and Leviticus 



	3rd -5th
	[bookmark: here]Urbanization 
Ref: Beal

Global  Situation (urbanization)
Ref: UNDP Human Development Report  1999 (globalization with a human face)


Philippine Situation
Ref: 

Africa, including link:  Summary: Arroyo Presidency’s Economic Performance
-The Philippine Poverty Situation: Beyond Poverty Measures
-Molino, voices from the urban setting
-Notes on Poverty in the Philippines  (2002)

Peace and Conflict  and its Social Cost 
Ref: – Human Development network


Tools for analyzing causes and elements of Urban Poverty
· historical analysis 
· class analysis
· structural analysis
· gender analysis
· urban political ecology
· human rights standard

Theological reflections on the use of these tools 

Ref:  

Tools of Analysis – Ferrer
Historical Analysis (Political Economy)– Bernstein
Gender – Dionisio;  PhilDHRRA
Class –Wright, 1994; 1999
Urban Ecosystem- United Nations University/Inst of Advanced Studies; Magnaghi, pp 1- 21;  Sachs



	“ 6th -11th
	Philippine Urban Poverty Related Issues -Applying some basic research skills and tools of analysis  to  urban poverty related issues. 

Special Topics

Cultura/Ideological (Identity construction)- Karaos; Jocano
Church and Religion in  Philippine Society
Policy making processes that impact on urban poor  communities

For reporting

Globalization and Urban Poverty
Foreign Debt and Urban Poverty
Rural Poverty and Urban Poverty (and the role of lack of agrarian reform)
Social exclusion and social stigma against urban poor and exclusion within urban poor communities
Gender issues
Social services – health, education, legal, 
Housing and Land security
Income and Livelihood security
Food and water security 


	
	Field Visit  (preferably Saturday whole day) 

	12th 
	Generating social  and theological insights on urban reality and spirituality

Drawing up a vision of a transformed future

Issues – church traditions that hinder social engagements (eschatology, ecclesiology, etc) and how to help transform them -Sabanal



	13th 
	Integration and towards a theology of transformation 
Ref: Padilla, Myers


	14th 
	Final Examination





Learning and Grading Basis

	
	

	Class Participation and Attendance (max of 3 absences only)

	

	Study of major issue with case demonstrating it 

To be orally presented, demonstrating 
       application  of tools of analysis and    biblical insights and submitted in a final paper form  

	

	Final integration paper/Exam  

	




Class Project:

The class will sponsor or co-sponsor public forum on a choice topic



REFERENCES:

Africa, Sonny. Dark Legacies: The Economy Under Arroyo. Ibon Features, June 11, 2010. Quezon City: Ibon Foundation..     http://www.ibon.org/ibon_features.php?id=86

Africa, Sonny. From a Weak Republic: Challenges for the Next Administration. Ibon Features, May 13, 2010. Quezon City: Ibon Foundation. http://www.ibon.org/ibon_features.php?id=75

RP Under New Gov't: Is There Hope for Our  Backward Economy?  Ibon Features Quezon City: Ibon Foundation.  http://ibon.org/ibon_features.php?id=80  


Beal, Jo. 2000. Life in the Cities. In Tim Allen and Alan Thomas (eds). Poverty and Development into the 21st Century. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Bernstein, Henry. 2000. Colonialism, Capitalism and Development. In Tim Allen and Alan Thomas (eds). Poverty and Development into the 21st Century. Oxford: Oxford University Press 

Carroll, John J. 2006. Engaging Society: The Sociologist in a War Zone. Quezon City: Ateneo de Manila University Press.
Dionisio, Eleanor R.  More Alike than Different. Women, Men and Gender as Social Construction. Manila: National Commission on the role of Filipino Women.:  (folder)
Ferrer, Oscar P.  2005. Tools of Analysis and Analytical Framework.  In Luna, et al. Introduction to Community Development. Quezon City: UP College of Social Work and Community Development. (folder)
Hess, Beth B.; Peter J. Stein, Elizabeth Markson. 1996. Sociology. New York:. Macmillan (have to acquire a latter edition) (not available in the lib)

Hope A. and S. Timmel (Books 1-4) 1997.  Training for Transformation, A Handbook for Community Workers. Gweru, Zimbabwe: Mambo Press.

Human Development Network  and United Nations Development Programme-Philippines. Philippine Human Development Report 2005. Peace, Human Security and Human Development in the Philippines. Quezon City      http://hdn.org.ph/2005-philippine-human-development-report-peace-human-security-and-human-development/
Jocano, Landa F. 2002. Slum as a Way of Life. 
Karaos, Ana Marie. 1996. Manila's Urban Poor Movement : The Social Construction of Collective Identities.  Ann Arbor, Mich. :  UMI Dissertation Services.
Magnaghi, Alberto. 2005. The Urban Village: A Charter for Democracy and Local Self Sustainable Development (translated by David Kerr). London and New York: Zed Books.
Molino, Benito E. 2006. Voices from the Urban Setting: Urbanization and the Formation of Slums.-Health and Economic Development in Urban Settings. http://www.who.or.jp/knusd/docs/11_01/PlenaryB/009Benito%20Molino_ZOTO_WHO%20Presentation.pdf

Myers, Bryant. 1999/2000. Walking with the Poor: Principles and Practice of Transformational Development. New York; Orbis Books.

Notes on Poverty in the Philippines, 2002 Edition.  http://www.apmforum.com/columns/orientseas49.htm  (folder)

Padilla, C. Rene. 2004. Holistic Mission. Occassional Paper No. 33, 2004 Forum for World Evangelization, Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization , Pattaya, Thailand, September 29-October 5, 2004.. (folder or you may look it up under Lausanne documents in the net) (or download from Lausanne documents

Philippine Partnership for the Development of Human Resources in the Rural Areas (PhilDHRRA). 1993. Some Practical Tools and Guidelines in Gender and Development,. Quezon City: PhilDHRRA.

Philippine Urban Forum. 2003.  State of the Philippine Urban System.  http://home.earthlink.net/~lordprozen/PUF/bahang/state.html#1  (folder)

Ringma, Charles. 2009. Liberation Theologians Speak to Evangelicals: A theology and Praxis of Serving the Poor. Phronesis: A Journal of Asian Theological Seminary. Vol. 15, Nos 1-2, 2008/2009, 7-25.

Sabanal, Christopher and Annelle Guimihid-Sabanal. 2009. Orientation to Social Involvement as Related to Eschatological views:  A Sruvey of  Filipino Evangelicals. Phronesis: A Journal of Asian Theological Seminary. Vol. 15, Nos 1-2, 2008/2009,  127-145.

Sachs, Ignacy. 1980. Cities and resources. Social Science Information 1980; 19; 673.  http://ssi.sagepub.com

Tadem,  Teresa S. and Noel M. Morada. 2006. Philippine  Politics and Governance: Challenge  to Democratization and Development. Quezon City: Political Science Department, University of the Philippines.
 
The Philippine Poverty Situation: Beyond Poverty Measures, Inequality Grows 
http://info.ibon.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=140&Itemid=50 (folder)

Towards Structural Approach to Social Analysis. (monograph) (folder)

Wright, Erik Olin. 1999. Foundations of Class Analysis: A Marxist Perspective, A paper presented at the panel “Foundations of Class Analysis” held during the annual meeting of  the American Sociological Association, August 1999, Chicago. 

Wright, Erick Olin1994. Interrogating Inequality (ch.2  “The Class Analysis of Poverty”). London and New York: Verso. (folder)

UN-HABITAT. 2003. The Challenge of Slums: Global Report on Human Settlements 2003. Nairobi: Earthscan.

United Nations Development Program. Human Development Report 1999. Globalization with a Human Face.

United Nations University/Institute of Advanced Studies. 2003.  Urban Ecosystem Analysis: Identifying Tools and Methods. Tokyo.
‘
For other sources of data on Philippine poverty-related issues –may refer  to IBON publications


